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MONTCALM AND WOLFE
With a New Introduction by

SAMUEL ELIOT MORISON

To

Harvard College,

the alma mater under whose influence the

purpose of writing it was conceived,

This Book

is affectionately inscribed.  

Preface

The names on the titlepage stand as representative of the two nations whose final contest for the control of North America is the subject of the book.  

A very large amount of unpublished material has been used in its preparation, consisting for the most part of documents copied from the archives and libraries of France and England, especially from the Archives de la Marine et des Colonies, the Archives de la Guerre, and the Archives Nationales at Paris, and the Public Record Office and the British Museum at London, the papers copied for the present work in France alone exceed six thousand folio pages of manuscript, additional and supplementary to the "Paris Documents" procured for the State of New York under the agency of Mr.  Brodhead, the copies made in England form ten volumes, besides many English documents consulted in the original manuscript.   Great numbers of autograph letters, diaries, and other writings of persons engaged in the war have also been examined on this side of the Atlantic.  

I owe to the kindness of the present Marquis de Montcalm the permission to copy all the letters written by his ancestor, General Montcalm, when in America, to members of his family in France.   General Montcalm, from his first arrival in Canada to a few days before his death, also carried on an active correspondence with one of his chief officers, Bourlamaque, with whom he was on terms of intimacy.   These autograph letters are now preserved in a private collection.   I have examined them, and obtained copies of the whole.   They form an interesting complement to the official correspondence of the writer, and throw the most curious side-lights on the persons and events of the time.  

Besides manuscripts, the printed matter in the form of books, pamphlets, contemporary newspapers, and other publications relating to the American part of the Seven Years' War, is varied and abundant; and I believe I may safely say that nothing in it of much consequence has escaped me.   The liberality of some of the older States of the Union, especially New York and Pennsylvania, in printing the voluminous records of their colonial history, has saved me a deal of tedious labor.  

The whole of this published and unpublished mass of evidence has been read and collated with extreme care, and more than common pains have been taken to secure accuracy of statement.   The study of books and papers, however, could not alone answer the purpose.   The plan of the work was formed in early youth; and though various causes have long delayed its execution, it has always been kept in view.   Meanwhile, I have visited and examined every spot where events of any importance in connection with the contest took place, and have observed with attention such scenes and persons as might help to illustrate those I meant to describe.   In short, the subject has been studied as much from life and in the open air as at the library table.  

These two volumes are a departure from chronological sequence.   The period between 1700 and 1748 has been passed over for a time.   When this gap is filled, the series of "France and England in North America" will form a continuous history of the French occupation of the continent.  

BOSTON, Sept.   16, 1884.  

Author's Introduction

It is the nature of great events to obscure the great events that came before them.   The Seven Years War in Europe is seen but dimly through revolutionary convulsions and Napoleonic tempests; and the same contest in America is half lost to sight behind the storm-cloud of the War of Independence.   Few at this day see the momentous issues involved in it, or the greatness of the danger that it averted.   The strife that armed all the civilized world began here.   "Such was the complication of political interests," says Voltaire, "that a cannon-shot fired in America could give the signal that set Europe in a blaze.  " Not quite.   It was not a cannon-shot, but a volley from the hunting-pieces of a few backwoodsmen, commanded by a Virginian youth, George Washington.  

To us of this day, the result of the American part of the war seems a foregone conclusion.   It was far from being so; and very far from being so regarded by our forefathers.   The numerical superiority of the British colonies was offset by organic weaknesses fatal to vigorous and united action.   Nor at the outset did they, or the mother-country, aim at conquering Canada, but only at pushing back her boundaries.   Canada using the name in its restricted sense was a position of great strength; and even when her dependencies were overcome, she could hold her own against forces far superior.   Armies could reach her only by three routes, the Lower St.   Lawrence on the east, the Upper St.   Lawrence on the west, and Lake Champlain on the south.   The first access was guarded by a fortress almost impregnable by nature, and the second by a long chain of dangerous rapids; while the third offered a series of points easy to defend.   During this same war, Frederic of Prussia held his ground triumphantly against greater odds, though his kingdom was open on all sides to attack.  

It was the fatuity of Louis XV.   and his Pompadour that made the conquest of Canada possible.   Had they not broken the traditionary policy of France, allied themselves to Austria, her ancient enemy, and plunged needlessly into the European war, the whole force of the kingdom would have been turned, from the first, to the humbling of England and the defence of the French colonies.   The French soldiers left dead on inglorious Continental battle-fields could have saved Canada, and perhaps made good her claim to the vast territories of the West.  

But there were other contingencies.   The possession of Canada was a question of diplomacy as well as of war.   If England conquered her, she might restore her, as she had lately restored Cape Breton.   She had an interest in keeping France alive on the American continent.   More than one clear eye saw, at the middle of the last century, that the subjection of Canada would lead to a revolt of the British colonies.   So long as an active and enterprising enemy threatened their borders, they could not break with the mother-country, because they needed her help.   And if the arms of France had prospered in the other hemisphere; if she had gained in Europe or Asia territories with which to buy back what she had lost in America, then, in all likelihood, Canada would have passed again into her hands.  

The most momentous and far-reaching question ever brought to issue on this continent was: Shall France remain here, or shall she not? If, by diplomacy or war, she had preserved but the half, or less than the half, of her American possessions, then a barrier would have been set to the spread of the English-speaking races; there would have been no Revolutionary War; and for a long time, at least, no independence.   It was not a question of scanty populations strung along the banks of the St.   Lawrence; it was or under a government of any worth it would have been a question of the armies and generals of France.   America owes much to the imbecility of Louis XV.   and the ambitious vanity and personal dislikes of his mistress.  

The Seven Years War made England what she is.   It crippled the commerce of her rival, ruined France in two continents, and blighted her as a colonial power.   It gave England the control of the seas and the mastery of North America and India, made her the first of commercial nations, and prepared that vast colonial system that has planted new Englands in every quarter of the globe.   And while it made England what she is, it supplied to the United States the indispensable condition of their greatness, if not of their national existence.  

Before entering on the story of the great contest, we will look at the parties to it on both sides of the Atlantic.  



